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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR § 1.97(b) 


Sir: 


Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, § 1 .97 and § 1 .98, the documents listed on the 
accompanying substitute PTO Form- 1449 are called to the attention of the Examiner for the 
above patent application. Copies of these documents are enclosed. 

Further enclosed are English abstracts of the three Japanese patent publications. 

Note the following. International Patent Publication WO 99/00822 corresponds to 
U.S. Patent 5,945,780. Japanese Patent Publication 4-12436 corresponds, at least in part, to 
U.S. Patent 5,223,766. Gettering is dealt with in Figs. 1 18-120 and the associated text of U.S. 
Patent 5,548,181. 

Enclosed are copies of U.S. patent applications 09/087,785 and 09/302,698 cited 
respectively on pages 70 and 92 of the present application. 

Citation of these documents shall not be construed as: 
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1 . an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention; 

2. a representation that a search has been made, other than as described above ; or 

3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231, on March 26, 2001. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald J. Meetin 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 29,089 
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